NILE

Teaching Young Learners PART OF THE INTO GROUP

Overview and Outcomes

Explore key principles and practice of Teaching English to Young Learners, as well as
practical strategies to create engaging and effective learning experiences for learners
aged 6 to 12.

You will examine child development theories and child-friendly pedagogy, as well as
classroom management techniques. You will explore different types of games,
listening activities for various learning environments and the use of authentic

materials with young learners. You will also consider the power of storytelling and
using children’s books.

The course highlights the importance of multimodal activities, such as songs, drama
and arts and crafts, to enhance language acquisition. You will gain insights into
supporting writing development, assessing young learners effectively and conducting
useful and relevant classroom investigations. By the end of the course, you will have
developed a deeper understanding of how children learn, and refined your approach
to teaching English in ways that are engaging, inclusive and effective.

Trainers . Content

NILE’s highly experienced trainers are experts,

not only in their fields, but also in working Teaching Young Learners covers some or all of the following areas:
online with teachers for continuing
professional development. Read more about
NILE’s trainers, their experience and interests
at The NILE Team on the NILE website.

¢ Beliefs about teaching English to young learners
e Key theories of learning, including child-friendly-pedagogy
¢ Developing listening skills in young learners
e Supporting writing development
¢ Assessing young learners

e Storytelling and literature in the young learner classroom
e Multi-modal activities for language development

e Conducting classroom investigations

Teachlng approaches
We make courses practical and ‘hands-on’,
with reference to relevant theory

e Qur courses are participant-centred and
collaborative, designed to build knowledge [N SENENERUENIITRel iR sElgudlsEIISEIT RO NN el R RV TS -E oy

and confidence introduced and completed over a week, Thursday to Wednesday, with an optional

e We use activities and tasks to help you 4-week NILE Online assignment or 8-week Trinity College London assignment at the
apply the course content to your setting end.

e Courses are broken down into individual
units and activities, forming a clear
structure.

e Tasks are interactive, involving live online
sessions, forums and community walls, The NILE Online platform was developed specifically for teacher development
and utilise a courses, and upholds the NILE tradition of excellence in tutoring, materials,
range of multimedia including images, support and engagement.
audio files and videos.

Time will be built into the course for reflection, to consider how to adapt the
content to your own professional context. We then support you in creating a
strategy for putting your ideas into practice in your institution.

All NILE courses involve a significant element of English language improvement
and/or the development of language awareness.
Certlﬁcatlon / P stae

Your end-of-course NILE certificate details
the areas covered on your course. It comes with recommendations for sharing what you have learnt and implementing your
action plan at your institution.

e The course can be extended to include The Trinity Certificate for Practising Teachers (CertPT) - awarded upon completing an
8-week assignment after the course, fulfilling the skills and knowledge descriptors as set out by Trinity College London.

Who should apply?

e This course is aimed at teachers as well as academic managers in the young learner field (the
term ‘young learners’ should be taken to cover the 6-12 age range).

e Participants should have a minimum language level corresponding to B1 on the Common
European Framework.

Requirements and Resources

e Participants need a computer, a headset (with microphone) and an Internet connection. You can do much of the course on a
tablet or mobile device, but will need a computer for certain activities.

e All participants have access to NILE’s extensive ELT e-Library and the NILE digital learning platform during the course and for
a further six months, to access materials and keep in touch with your new colleagues. We also encourage you to sign up to
the NILE Membership platform, which provides a great range of free resources for ELT professionals and is updated monthly.


https://www.nile-elt.com
https://www.nile-elt.com/ourpeople
https://www.nile-elt.com
https://www.trinitycollege.com/qualifications/teaching-english/CertPT
https://www.nile-elt.com/membership
https://aqueduto.com

Teaching Young Learners

Schedule

www.nile-elt.com
registrar@nile-elt.com

This course consists of 8 units. Each unit requires approximately 5-7 hours work per week. Live sessions will be held at a time
agreed with participants, and recorded for those who cannot attend.

Teaching Young Learners

Unit 1:
Orientation and introductions

Unit 2:
Engaging young learners - from theory to practice

In this unit you will learn to use the learning platform, introduce
yourselves and think about how to work effectively on this online
course. You will also reflect on where teacher beliefs and practices
come from, and consider some of your beliefs about teaching English
to young learners and how they impact your teaching practices. You
will also share some of your views on teaching young learners and
your goals and expectations for the course.

In this unit, you will start by exploring key concepts of children’s
development and theories of learning as proposed by major figures
in the field. You will then think about the value of learning through
play before looking at and sharing examples of classifying, barrier,
memory and rank-ordering games. Finally, you will consider
challenges and strategies related to classroom management in a
young learner classroom.

Unit 3:
Learning and listening

Unit 4:
Narrative pathways -
the role of storytelling in early language learning

In this unit, you will explore the principles of child-friendly pedagogy,
and what it might look like in the young learner classroom. You will
suggest how to make a lesson plan more engaging, inclusive and
child-friendly and consider how well your institution’s young learner
curriculum meets the learners’ developmental needs, and engages
them in learning. You will then look at developing children’s listening
skills and the importance of incorporating varied listening activities
in YL classrooms. You will examine different listening activities
designed to be used in low-tech and hi-tech classrooms as well as
classrooms that have no access to technology. Finally, we will discuss
ways to adapt these activities for different age groups and levels of
proficiency, and you will have the opportunity to create and share your
own listening activity for young language learners.

This unit will focus on the use of story-telling, children’s literature,
environmental print and other authentic printed materials to
develop children’s language. You will look at different kinds of books
for children and how they can be used to help L2 learners practise
their oral language skills. You will examine some of the different
ways we can exploit environmental print for language learning. We
will also discuss the value of community stories in promoting
language and shaping cultural identity, and finally, you will have the
opportunity to record and share your own community story.

Unit 5:
Multimodal activities for language development

Unit 6:
Supporting writing development for young learners

In this unit, we will explore the importance of oral language
development in young learners and the value of multimodal learning
activities. By engaging with songs, nursery rhymes, arts, crafts,
cartoons, creative movement and drama, we will examine how these
activities can immerse young learners in language, serving as
effective models while fostering interaction among peers and with
adults.

In this unit, we will delve into the fascinating journey of writing
development in young learners. From emerging to fluent writing,

we will explore key developmental stages and practical strategies
and activities that can be used to support learners at each step of
their writing development journey. You will also have the
opportunity to consider the role of motivation, feedback and the
classroom environment in fostering effective writing practices among
young language learners.

Unit 7:
Assessing young learners

Unit 8:
Course review and assignment preview

This unit focuses on effective assessment strategies for young
language learners. We will explore the principles and some of the
challenges of assessing young learners, considering how best to
create meaningful assessment opportunities that inform subsequent
instruction and enhance learning outcomes. Additionally, we will
learn about different assessment types. By the end of the unit, you
will have created a mini-assessment for young learners, applying the
principles and strategies you have learnt about in the unit, and will
have the opportunity to receive peer feedback on your efforts.

In this unit, we will be looking at the principles and practice of
investigating your young learner classroom. You will look at some
classroom investigation case studies before designing your own
classroom investigation. Then you will have the chance to look at the
final assignment in detail. You will reflect on your takeaways from
the course and an action plan, which you will share in a final live
session with your course colleagues and tutor. Finally, you will leave
us some valuable feedback on the course.

Assignment

Option A

Design a short thematic unit that can be taught in 60 to 90 minutes
to a specific group of young learners. It should contain 4 to 6
activities based on new ideas you have learnt in this course or
inspired by the activities in this course.

Option B

Plan a teacher training session of 60 to 90 minutes for colleagues
based on something you have learnt or become more aware of by
doing this course. If possible, do the session with your colleagues.

At NILE we are committed to offering the best in language teacher training. As such, NILE Online courses were developed
specifically to recreate the classroom experience and thus, we provide two-way tutorial contact in our online courses. Online
participants will benefit from tutor interaction, support and feedback in each unit they take.

NILE Online is the first online course provider aligned to the Cambridge English Teaching Framework. NILE Online courses are
also formally aligned to the Eaquals Framework for Language Teacher Training and Development, and the effort we take to
make the NILE Online experience both positive and productive has been recognised by inspections from AQUEDUTO, The
Association for Quality Education and Training Online.



https://www.nile-elt.com
mailto:registrar%40nile-elt.com?subject=
https://www.nile-elt.com/news/nile-online-aligned-to-the-cambridge-english-teaching-network/499
https://www.nile-elt.com/news/nile-online-formally-aligned-with-the-eaquals-framework-for-language-teacher-training-and-development/535
https://aqueduto.com
https://aqueduto.com

